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Minister’s Update 

Over the last 18 months, our daughter and her husband have been involved in a 
major refurbishment of their house- they have done an amazing amount of work 
themselves, whilst both working full time. 

This week the final stage of the work will begin, with a professional builder 
employed, and hopefully, by mid October the work will be complete, although we 
expect that as with all building projects, timescales for completion may not be quite 
as planned. 

The lockdown and the ceasing of many of our regular church activities over the last 
6 months means that, as we come out of lockdown, we too will need to rebuild as a 
church. Not a physical rebuilding project, but rebuilding relationships and helping 
people reconnect with the church community. We may also find, that as we begin to 
re-open services and other groups, that new people will begin to come, who have 
been connecting with us through our virtual services and through Facebook. 

Like a physical building project, timescales can be affected by matters outside our 
control. The government has changed the guidelines for places of worship in the 
last week, which now mean it is mandatory for us to wear face coverings when 
attending worship services, so, once again, we have to rethink what may be 
possible when we do eventually meet together again on Sundays. 

This month’s Christianity magazine reports that many UK churches in the 
evangelical stream, which would include SBC, have not reopened for corporate 
worship on Sundays, including Holy Trinity Brompton and Hillsongs- Hillsongs say 
that they would have to run 15 services to accommodate all their folk on a Sunday, 
because of social distancing requirements. 

Please pray for us as a Leadership Team as we meet on 18th August and make 
important decisions about this, and hopefully after that we will be able to confirm 
dates for re-opening on a Sunday, and for some of our midweek activities and 
groups. As part of that process, we will be sending out a link to a short 
questionnaire and would ask as many of you as possible to respond. 

In the meantime, in August we are inviting a couple of our regular outside groups to 
begin using the building so we can assess what extra work will be involved, 
particularly cleaning, so we can become what is in the current jargon a Covid 
secure building. 

Hilary reminded us recently that when Nehemiah began rebuilding the walls of 
Jerusalem, not everything ran smoothly, but Nehemiah knew that the hand of God 
was upon him to do good, and the people worked together to rebuild the walls. As a 
community, if we work together then I believe we can rebuild, and we will see the 
kingdom of God grow in Seaford. 

Every blessing Andy 

 

A Growing Community 

Please remember in your prayers, thoughts and actions:  

° Jonathan Ayres, Marion Baldwin, Gillian Buchanan & Family,  
° Margaret Cunliffe & family, John & Jenny Elton, Terry & Gwen Farmer, 
° Peter Fickweiler, Edith Garrod, Fred & Hazel Harriott, Don Mann,  
° Tina Perry, Alan & Val Rogers, Brenda Savidge, Jenny Smith, Graham Tucker,  
° Mavis Whitehead’s family & those awaiting operations or results of tests. 
 

Family Focus: Mary Lumb, Gillian Macefield, Andy & Liz Machin, Don Mann, 
Phaedra Markham, Albert &Esther Mbugua & Family, 
Patrick & Janet McCausland, Elizabeth McGuiness, Derek & Penny Mills. 

 

Over the next few weeks whilst services and groups are suspended we have to 
make more use of our on line communication channels. We are also making 

provision for those who do not have access to the internet. 
 

Website: www.seafordbaptistchurch.org.uk   Facebook: @SeafordBaptistChurch 
 

Instagram:www.instagram.com/sbc_seaford/ Twitter: sbc_church 

  



        World Mission Weekly Prayer ItemsWorld Mission Weekly Prayer Items  
  

 Please pray for local churches and organisations as they seek to support those who are homeless, in 
prison, facing financial hardship, loneliness and the impact of Coronavirus.  

 Please remember in your prayers:- Seahaven Storehouse, CAP, Waves, SVET, Matthew 25 Mission, 
Homelink, NHS, Brighton & Hove City Mission, Prison Fellowship .  

The Power of Prayer Walking 

The South Downs Awakening 2020 vision (see www.southdownsawakening.com) was to Prayer Walk the 
length of the South Downs Way from Beachy Head to Winchester one week in July. Due to Covid-19 it could 
not take place as planned. However SDA’s vision has not changed and they are encouraging local Christians 

to individually prayer walk small sections of the Way during July and August so that the whole length will be covered. 

We at SBC want to play our part by walking West (or cycling) from Alfriston towards Bostal Hill and Firle Beacon. The 
plan is to meet at Alfriston River Car Park on Sunday 16th August at 2 pm and proceed in small socially distanced 
groups, pairs or individuals. 

JOIN US AND BE INVOLVED IN THIS POWERFUL SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL EXERCISE! 

If you would like to take part please contact Sheila White on 07738 181269 or by email (sheilawhite@live.com) by 
Sunday 9th August. Detailed guidelines will be distributed to those who want to come. We hope this will be a 
springboard to more regular prayer walking in the church. 

NOTE: If you are not able to walk or cycle you can still participate in this project by praying for us and with us at home 
during the time we are walking. 

Still moving forward to normal 
This morning I bought leaf-cutter ant poison from the agricultural store in town and tried un-successfully to withdraw 
money from the cash machine for the second time this week – the machine was perfectly courteous and did not explain 
why it would do everything requested of it, except give me my cash. Life is almost back to normal. 
Yesterday, Marisol and Basilio (Training Centre Maintenance and Groundsman) came over and we made the first 
chocolate batch. The experiment has proved that after up to three months in a domestic freezer, cacao beans that have 
been diligently fermented and dried will still lose their potency, though not completely their flavour. We hope that a 
particularly generous dosing of brown sugar and cinnamon will soften our client’s disappointment, especially as we are 
now past peak production for another year. I’m glad that Basilio is back to work again, albeit part-time for now. He’s taller 
than me and can reach those bits of the trees that I cannot. It has been demonstrated empirically that using a ladder on 
soft ground sporting a 50% gradient is technically sketchy. Meanwhile, I continue to wait for one more thing: the official 
re-opening of the Iquitos-Nauta Highway. I never thought I would have missed the four-hour round trip in a minibus to a 
city which is more crowded, more polluted and hotter than Nauta. It’s true that unofficially-officially there has been traffic 
between Nauta and Iquitos all along – depending on who you know, how much you’re willing to pay, at what time of the 
night you’re willing to travel and whether you’re willing to risk getting dropped off 8km out of town and having to walk 
home. But I concluded that my cravings for tea (and not that herbal stuff which I can find here in Nauta, I 
mean properblack tea to which you add milk and *ahem* sugar) , Dove soap and Sensodyne toothpaste (there is still no 
ambient temperature which will induce me to enjoy ice in my room-temperature beverages) did not pose enough of an 
existential threat to oblige me to give it a try. It’s not immediately obvious what I really miss about going into Iquitos. On 
the one hand, it’s the social stuff – my BMS colleagues are in Iquitos; the Baptist Association and the affiliated pastors 
we work with are in Iquitos; there are even a couple of non-work-related friends in Iquitos. On the other hand, it’s the 
material stuff – there are pizza and sushi restaurants in Iquitos; the bank always works in Iquitos; I can buy granola and 
something-closer-to-real-cheese in Iquitos. But really, I’ve just been getting a bit stir crazy like everyone else. 
Unlike everyone else, my stir-craziness is cushioned by the fact that I’m a BMS mission worker who still has money 
coming in even whilst the majority of our projects have had to be suspended and my craving for tea obviously doesn’t 

compare to the real needs felt by families the length and breadth of this nation and continent. The communal anxiety 

generated by COVID-19 (which the media didn’t necessarily always help) has most decidedly been replaced by a 
desperate need to work and earn. 
As for the rest of the year, I’m not sure what that looks like for the Training Centre’s business plan; I’m not sure what that 
looks like for the Rural Pastor’s Integral Mission Training Program; I’m not sure what that looks like for the TEFL and 
environmental education projects with the local technical college; and I can’t say what that looks like for the income-
generating project I was working on with some of the Association pastors in Iquitos. But in the meantime, I’ve had time to 
respond to Piero and Alfredo who asked me to do a Bible study with them “just like I do with the ladies”, and I think we’re 
into week five of that now. That, in turn, prompted Alfredo’s parents to ask me about a Bible study for them, so now they 
come along to the study Mariset, Cecilia and I were already doing twice a week. And because Alfredo’s dad is coming, 
I’ve been able to invite Piero’s dad (that being Cecilia’s husband) and they’ve been coming about three weeks now. 
The Lord is marvellous in all His ways. Thank-you everyone for your prayers and support for me and our sisters and 

brothers of Nauta and Iquitos. Grace and peace.  Laura x  (Laura-Lee Lovering, our BMS link missionary in Peru.) 

Andy and Liz are away from 7th — 14th August 
Any urgent pastoral matters please contact Hilary Lawrie on 07857109127 


