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A Growing Community 

22nd November 2020 

Please remember in your prayers, thoughts and actions and if you would 
like to be added to or taken off the prayer list please contact Hilary:  
 

° Angela, Rachel, Naomi Ayres & Family, Marion Baldwin, John & Jenny Elton, 
° Gwen Farmer & Family, Peter Fickweiler, Edith Garrod, Fred & Hazel Harriott, 
° Julia Hart, Don Mann, Tina Perry, Alan & Val Rogers, Maurine Smith & Family, 
° Em Stewart, Alan & Jenny Saunders, Graham Tucker, 

° & those awaiting operations or results of tests. 
 

Family Focus: Ruth Edwards, Judith Ellis, Nick & Sally-Ann Fatkin, Ray Faulkner, 
Richard & Elke Faulkner, Peter & Hannnah Fickweiler, Jason & Marion Funnell. 

If you want to make a direct payment/donation/standing order to the church 
the church account details are sort code: 20-49-76 Acct no: 00143618 

 

Over the next few weeks whilst services and groups are suspended we have to 
make more use of our on line communication channels. We are also making 

provision for those who do not have access to the internet. 
 

Website: www.seafordbaptistchurch.org.uk  Facebook: @SeafordBaptistChurch 

 
Instagram:www.instagram.com/sbc_seaford/ Twitter: sbc_church 
 

SBC YouTube channel address 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVQbR2l0A2ve1CJYtvfjJQA  

Advent Contemplations 
 

“Contemplative prayer in my opinion is nothing else than a close 
sharing between friends; it means taking time frequently to be 
alone with Him who we know loves us.” ~ St Teresa 
 

This Christmas is likely to be different for most of us. Maybe you have been one of 
the many people who have struggled throughout 2020, with loneliness, fear, 
illness, bereavement or a sense of detachment from the church and maybe even 
God. Or, perhaps you have felt closer to God in the quiet, simplified way of life. 
This year, more than most, during this Advent season we can slow down, create 
time to get deeper into our relationship with God, celebrate all He has given us, still 
gives us and will give us. 
 

I had hoped to run a series of Advent Contemplations in the church from 24th 
November, however that is not advisable at the moment with the uncertainty of the 
pandemic. So instead I will be publishing a set of four Advent Contemplations in 
the coming weeks, three by email and hopefully hold the final one on December 
15th in the church as an act of worship. 
 

If anyone would prefer a hard copy of the contemplations or if you prefer not to get 
the emails, please let me know. I have been greatly blessed by the help of Rachel 
Atkinson, who has co-wrote some of the contemplations and been a great 
inspiration and support to me in this and all through the year. 
 

Whether you will be alone or with family this year, busy or quiet, let’s make sure 
that Christ is at the centre of our thoughts and preparations. Let’s prepare the way 
of the Lord Jesus in our hearts, minds and spirits. 
 

You are welcome to take part as you wish; 
I pray that you will find hope, peace, love and light this Advent. 
 

Hilary Lawrie 
Pastoral Worker 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVQbR2l0A2ve1CJYtvfjJQA


      World Mission Weekly Prayer ItemsWorld Mission Weekly Prayer Items  
  

 Pray for the countries below which are defined as being fragile states** and that God’s light will 
shine within them.  

 Please pray for Christians in these countries, remain strong in their faith and that God protects them. 
 ** Afghanistan, South Sudan, Mali, CAR, Chad, Zimbabwe, Sudan, Yemen, Libya, Congo, Iraq.  

 

Today’s Church flowers  
Provided by  

 

Dave & Pat Grimley 

Minister’s Reflection  

This week I was asked to take a funeral for a local man who in the past had a connection with the Methodist 
Church; earlier in the summer I took another funeral for a lady who used to worship at a Baptist Church in 
Brighton. 
 

In both cases each had retained an allegiance to the Christian faith; they had not rejected it, indeed the 
gentleman this week had chosen a favourite hymn which he wished to be sung at his funeral. Sadly neither 
of them had a connection with a local church in Seaford. 
 

The question this has led me to ask is how can we as a church connect with folk in our community, who 
have had a Christian upbringing, and sometimes have been part of a church community but have drifted 
away, or sometimes, sadly, been pushed away. I believe God spoke to me a while ago saying what is in 
your hand? What is in our hand are existing connections with people who come to groups, like Heartsease, 
and Oasis- and we also have people who are part of those groups who are committed members of SBC. 
How can we build on those existing connections, and draw people back into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus? We need to put stepping stones in place for people. Some of those will be purely social gatherings, 
building friendships and trust. With opportunities for those who want to connect with Jesus again, or for the 
first time to understand more through creative courses like STEPS which we were hoping to run earlier this 
year. 
 

As we look forward to next year, and we are hopeful of being able to meet again in groups, let us be creative 
in our thinking- what are you passionate about? What hobbies and interests do you have? God has given 
each of us particular interests which He wants us to use to build his kingdom here. You may be a walker or 
love cycling, you might love craft and making things, you might be passionate about the natural world and 
conserving God’s wonderful creation, you may be a keen board games player- let us place before God 
those interests and passions and ask how can I use these to connect with others. It may be that 2 or 3 
people share the same interest and that could form the nucleus of a group, gathering people in. 
 

Please pray about this and I would be very interested to hear what God has placed on your heart. 

Andy 
 

Christmas 2020  
 

We are making plans for some Christmas events, without knowing at the moment whether we will be able to 
meet physically or not. 
 

On Saturday 19th December in partnership with a local theatre company Action Emporium we will be putting 
on a Lockdown Nativity which will be interspersed with carols . We hope to run 4 performances through the 
day, at 10am, 12, 2pm and the final performance will be at 4pm as part of the Christmas Carol Concert for 
Seaford, organised in conjunction with the Mayor of Seaford. If we are not able to have a physical audience, 
we are planning to film one of the performances, so people are able to watch it at home. There will be a 
small charge for the first 3 performances of £3 a ticket to cover our costs. 
 

On Christmas Eve at 4pm, Alex is hoping to lead an Informal Service, including some games and no doubt 
some very ingenious object lessons! This will be aimed at families, and we have had a good number of 
families from the community coming to this service in previous years. 
 

Our Christmas Day service will be a pre-recorded service this year, including familiar carols and it would be 
wonderful to have some testimonies from you about what the birth of Jesus Christ means to you, so we can 
encourage each other through our experience of the love of Jesus in our lives  

From Helen Webb 
 

I'm thinking of setting up a Zoom meeting where I gave a brief update on where we are at with Covid-19, 
some "how to best do Christmas" practical-type tips, and there would be opportunity to ask questions. 
 

If you would like something like this please let me know by this weekend. If there is enough interest I'll set 
one up and afterwards make the practical information available as a print out. 
 

Email helenwebb@helenwebb21.plus.com or leave a message on 01323 896404/ 07938152672. 

Care and Share  
Needed 

If anyone had a 240volt Electric Hammer Drill to loan 
Roger Case please contact  07973 746482 


