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A Growing Community 

18th April 2021  

If you want to make a direct payment/donation/standing order to the church 
the church account details are sort code: 20-49-76 Acct no: 00143618 

Preparing for Sabbatical 

Every 7 years Baptist ministers are allowed a sabbatical of up to 3 months, where 
they are released from their normal church duties to refresh spiritually, to do some 
more detailed biblical study, to catch up with reading, and to look at topics that will 
help their church when they return to work. 

My last sabbatical was in 2012 where I did some research on my Great Aunt who 
was a missionary in China, and looked at fresh expressions of church in the UK. 

When I came to Seaford, I would technically have been due to take my next 
sabbatical in 2019, but we agreed that it should be deferred, as this would be too 
close to my arrival at the church. I had intended to take 3 months at the beginning 
of this year, but the pandemic made this impossible. 

So what has been agreed is that I will take a split sabbatical; 6 weeks beginning 
from 3rd May until 14th June; and a further 6 weeks at some point next year. 

During those 6 weeks I won’t be at church, and the leadership team will be 
covering the various roles and tasks I perform as minister of the church. If any 
funeral services happen during that period, Roger Case has very kindly agreed to 
conduct them. 

What will I be doing? I will begin with a time of retreat at a local retreat centre, and 
schedule in bi-weekly walks of length, so I can come into God’s presence through 
the beauty of His creation; I am primarily going to focus my research on looking at 
how larger churches like SBC are emerging from the pandemic, and how some of 
the new ways of being and doing church may continue as we seek to reach 
different parts of our society with the gospel of Jesus. In my biblical studies I want 
to focus on the Book of Romans, which should give me plenty of scope for going 
deeper in the Bible! 

Please could you pray for me as the restrictions on daily life will have an impact on 
what I am able to do. Please also pray for Liz who doesn’t get a sabbatical, so will 
continue at her work during this time. And please pray for the Leadership Team 
and the Staff Team as they take on additional responsibilities during my absence. 

I will be writing a report on my research, which I will be sharing with the whole 
church when I return. I hope the studies in Romans will lead into a preaching series 
in due course. I’m very grateful to have an extended break at this particular time; 
the last 12 months have been very challenging for us all, and I know that I need to 
take a break to enable the Lord to refresh and renew me. 

Andy 

ANDY HOLIDAY 

Andy is away on holiday from 19th to 26th April. Any urgent pastoral matters 

please contact Hilary. 

Please remember in your prayers, thoughts and actions and if you would like 
to be added to or taken off the prayer list please contact Hilary:  
 

° Angela, Rachel, Naomi Ayres & Family, Margaret Cunliffe, John & Jenny Elton, 
° Gwen Farmer & Family, Peter Fickweiler, Roy & Edith Garrod, Robert Hammond, 
° Fred & Hazel Harriott, John Hughes, Don Mann, Roger Murphy, 
° Alan & Val Rogers, Em Stewart, Alan & Jenny Saunders, Graham Tucker, 

° Beryl Wilkinson, Doug Wheeler, & those awaiting operations or results of tests. 
 

Family Focus: Nick & Sally Ann Fatkin, Ray Faulkner, Richard & Elke Faulkner, 
Peter & Hannah Fickweiler, Jason & Marion Funnell, Eddie & Sharon Giles. 

Our duty Leadership Team member today is Tom Batts 



Today’s Church flowers  
Provided by  

Angela Ayres 
    

A DVD is available containing all the 
SBC Easter Devotions Monday to 
Friday. These are also available on 
TWO CDs - Monday to Wednesday 

and Thursday to Friday. There will be a small charge for 
these. Please order from the office. 

SBC Supporting Mission in 2021  The Mission for April is 
Bible Society - offering the Bible to the world. Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon, SN5 7DG 
01793 418222, 0808 1784921 
www.biblesociety.org.uk/prayer 
Prayer trees: Middle East, England and Wales, Pandemic, China. 

Andy Machin prophecy July 2020 
 

Jeremiah 6:16 - Stand at the crossroads and look; 

ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it; 

then you will find rest for your souls. 

Andy then said – Follow and trust: some will be challenged to take a lead, others may be asked to fall 
back for those struggling behind. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Andy adds his interpretation. 
Possible ancient paths are: quietness and confidence; the balance between God’s love and judgement 
rather than only focus on love. 

Romans 11:22 - Consider then the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 

kindness to you, provided that you continue in His kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 
Hebrews 12:1 - Therefore since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run the race of faith that is 
marked out for us. 

Isaiah 30:15-18 - This is what the Sovereign Lord, The Holy One of Israel says: 

‘In repentance and rest is your salvation, In quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have 
none of it. You said No……! Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; He rises to show you compassion. 
For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for Him. 

Robert Hammond is 
doing a sponsored walk 
for Sussex Air Ambulance 
and would really love folk 
to sponsor him for 
walking 50 lengths of his 
home’s corridor which is 
a very ambitious target. Giving is via the Just 
Giving website and type in Robert Hammond to 
find his event. He is aiming for £500 and is now 
over halfway to his target. 

A huge thank you to 
everyone for the prayers, 
cards, messages, flowers, 
food and offers to help 
following my replacement 
knee operation. I’m home 
and am doing ok, but it’s clearly going to be a 
long journey, so I would be grateful for your 
continuing prayers. With lots of love and 

blessings.  Judy Primett 

At our Leadership meeting on Tuesday, Frank Parker has very graciously agreed to take on the role of 
Trust Secretary. 


